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Editorial 
I 
f youôve been reading Plane Talk for 

a while, youôll know how the War 

Eagles Air Museum newsletter has 

evolved over the years since we resur-

rected it in 2003 (if youôre a newcomer, 

visit our website, where you can down-

load all of the issues in PDF form). Any-

way, we started with the idea of covering 

one Museum aircraft in detail in each is-

sue, and including other articles on avia-

tion-related items, Museum events, vol-

unteer and staff profiles and other local 

news of interest. After we ran through all 

the aircraft in the Museum collection, we 

decided to start featuring other non-Mu-

seum aircraft that we felt readers would 

find interesting. Weôre now doing a Mu-

seum aircraft every fourth issue. 

Our intent was to make Plane Talk 

more than just a perishable compilation 

of short, shallow ñnewsyò items. We in-

tended it to be an educational resource, to 

be filed away and read more than once, 

rather than just skimmed and discarded. 

Publishing quarterly meant it didnôt real-

ly make sense to run time-sensitive stor-

ies. Instead, we used the extra space to 

add more depth and detail to the ñFea-

tured Aircraftò articles. 

Did our strategy work? Do you en-

joy Plane Talk? Do you find it useful, in-

teresting and informative? As we enter 

our ñnewò newsletterôs ninth year, weôd 

like to hear from you about what you like 

or dislike about it. Please let us know. 

Give us a quick call or fire off an e-mail 

to mail@war-eagles-air-museum.com. We 

value your opinions and suggestions. Ù 
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T 
he American Heritage Dictionary 

defines the word ñparasiteò as 

ñan organism sheltered...in a dif-

ferent organism while contributing noth-

ing to the survival of its host.ò That may 

be a good biological definition, but it 

doesnôt apply to the McDonnell Aircraft 

Corporationôs XF-85 Goblin ñparasite 

fighter,ò which existed solely to enhance 

its hostôs survival. At least, that was the 

idea. That the XF-85 never became oper-

ational testified to the difficulty of its 

mission, and to the rapid evolution of air-

power in the early days of the jet age. 

p McDonnellôs tiny XF-85 Goblin could fit 

inside the bomb bay of a B-36. Its only mis-

sion was to protect its host from enemy air-

craft attacks. In this excellent photo, note the 

ñskyhook,ò the multiple tail surfaces, the 

winglets on the wingtips, the faired-over ma-

chine-gun ports, the pitot tube on the left 

wing, the landing skid under the nose and 

the special ground-handling dolly. 


